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These economic changes raise the central research questions of the
research: How did Germany’s economy change throughout the
course of the aftermath of the Great Depression to the split of
Germany, which economic model was best throughout this period,
and is the method and means in which economic success is
achieved, equally important as the actual growth or way in which a
successful economy is measured, for the long-term prosperity of an
economic model?
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Methods

The methods in which the research was completed were the
following:

- Historical Synthesis: Evaluated primary sources, archival
memos, and secondary literature to trace changes in the
German economy throughout five distinct phases ranging from
the aftermath of the Great Depression to post- 1945 split
Germany.

- Economic Data Analysis: Examined and compared historical
statistics and datasets on GDP growth, industrial output,
military spending, trade balances, and employment rates.

- Engaged in Historical Debate: Evaluated arguments from key
historians on this subject on the effect of the Nazi economy
and the post-war economic recovery of Germany.
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The comparison of five economic states also reveals that
economic success cannot solely be derived from economic
growth, rather the conditions in which it is achieved and whether
it is sustainable for the future. Economic growth and conditions
are equally important. Moreover, Germany’s experience before,
throughout, and after WWII, shows us how economic policies
that are designed for short-term recovery can produce different
long-term outcomes that are dependent on whether the
economic policy in itself is suitable for sustainability or depends
on temporary and exploitative measures.

Additional research that can be completed on this is how it
compares to modern economies and to the modern German
economy.
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