Introduction

WHY IT MATTERS
Environmental photography has moved beyond documentation.

3 ROLES OF IMAGING
Camera traps, drones and satellite images

SCIENCE
Collect evidence about species and habitats

MONITORING
Detect change across time and space

COMMUNICATION
Make environmental problems visible to wider audiences

CENTRAL QUESTION
Examine how environmental photography can strengthen
conservation efforts.

LITERATURE SYNTHESIS

WHAT THE LITERATURE SUGGESTS

Environmental photography CAN:

* Document wildlife that is difficult to observe directly

* Monitory habitat and ecosystem change

* Expand the scale and efficiency of data collection

* Communicate environmental problems to public audiences

BUT

X A photograph is NOT a complete representation of an
environmental issue

X Image selection, framing, context, and interpretation can influence
what viewers see and understand

Discussion

PHOTOGRAPHS CAN BE POWERFUL BUT THEY ARE NOT

NEUTRAL

* Framing: What is inside or outside the frame shapes
interpretation.

* Technology: Camera placement, image quality, coverage, and
environmental conditions affect evidence.

* Context: Even an unedited image can create a misleading
impression when separated from its context.

* Privacy & Ethics: Camera traps may unintentionally capture
people, raising concerns about the "human bycatch."

* Key Principle: Photographic evidence has limitations but can be
pooled together to influence environmental change.

Methods

LITERATURE REVIEW OF TECHNOLOGICAL TOOLS

1. CAMERA TRAPS
O Wildlife monitoring
O Low direct disturbance
2. DRONES / UAS
O High-resolution views
O Hard-to-reach habitats
3. SATELLITE IMAGERY
O Large-scale change
O Forest & habitat monitoring

DIFFERENT SCALES - COMPLEMENTARY EVIDENCE

FROM IMAGE TO CONSERVATION ACTION

IMAGE
Observe

!
ANALYSIS
Interpret

!
COMMUNICATION
Explain

!
ACTION
Conserve

CASE EXAMPLE: BLUE PLANET II
Powerful environmental imagery — Public attention to ocean
plastic — Conservation discussion & campaigns

FUTURE DIRECTIONS

INTEGRATE MULTIPLE SOURCES

Camera traps
_|_

Drones / UAS
_|_

Satellite imagery
_|_

Al & automated image analysis

Why?
Different technologies capture different scales and perspectives,
producing accurate evidence with responsible communication

Conclusion

ENVIRONMENTAL PHOTOGRAPHY STRENGTHENS
CONSERVATION BY PROVIDING EVIDENCE, MONITORING
CHANGE, AND COMMUNICATING ENVIRONMENTAL
ISSUES.

FUTURE POTENTIAL IS HIGH WITH INCREASED
AWARENESS HELPING TO INFLUENCE LONG-TERM
BEHAVIORAL CHANGE, THOUGH NOT GUARANTEED.
v’ Faster image processing

v’ More efficient species identification

v/ Monitoring difficult-to-reach habitats

v Reduced disturbance

v’ Stronger evidence through multiple imaging perspectives

NEXT STEP

Explore concerns about privacy, consent, storage, and use to allow
accurate information to be shared with responsible public
communication
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