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0 e outside, but concrete, steel and global stad For centuries, Kyrgyz nomads lived in the yurt (boz tiy): a round In a yurt, the roof ring, roof poles and lattice wall work together The yurt’s look was kept, but its job was not. The lattice is a
os replace e and purpose. Heritage home of wood and felt that a small group can take down and set to hold the home up. In the arena, these shapes are only on the “facade” [6]: a decorative outer layer, while the inside follows
MM 4 Wav Q 5 tO & hol of the state up again [1]. outside; concrete and steel do the real work. global stadium rules.

Today, Bishkek Arena stands in the capital: a 70 m tall, 51,000-
seat national stadium shaped like a yurt, officially opened on

October 5, 2026 [2, 3]. It hosted the opening of the 6th World "AvAvAvAvAvAvAvAvAvAv‘vAvAvAvAvAvAvAvAvAvAvAvAv’\ | R
Nomad Games [4]. % Red lattice skin: for looks | A way of living A symbol
Research question: What happens to a home built to O e L — used every day, shown to the world,
moves with people fixed in place

move when it becomes a stadium built to stay? they hold the building up

Figure 2. Layers of the arena, from design documents. \ y
@
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Conclusion
Yurt .Arena Find the yurt! It is drawn to the Bishkek Arena is not just an enlarged yurt. It is a translation: the
} ‘ “ “‘ “‘4 a home that moves a stadium that stays same scale. yurt’s image stays, while its mobility, structure and purpose are
AVAVAVAVAVAVAVAN, replaced.
1 Tiindiik: the roof ring T The tension: a culture built on movement is now fixed in
—_— o Methods concrete.
uk: the roof poles : : . . :
P A case study of Bishkek Arena using design drawings, renderings, W Next: study how people experience the stadium once it opens.
3 Kerege: the folding lattice wall official statements and news reports up to the opening [2, 5]. I
compared the yurt and the stadium on four things: . .
280 m wide
. Seale Materials Figure 1. A yurt (3 m high) next to the arena (about 70 m high).
: : wood and felt vs. b PR
@ size and capacity G concrote and steel The yurt's image StEIYEd. Its way of

arena height. A life did not.

. . . Structure Time
689 what holds the moved and rebuilt Height About 3 m About 70 m

building up vs. fixed in place

Floor area About 30 sq m About 194,000 sq m REfEl‘EIlCES

/ . . Limit: This study uses design documents and reports. The arena [1] Mamytova, A. B. (2022). Traditional dwellings of the Kyrgyz in the 19thearly 20th century. Int. J.

. . . . Capacity One famﬂy 51 ,000 seats Experimental Education, 3, 25-29.
has Only JUSt Op@ﬂ@d, so there is no visitor data yet [2] Japarov, S. (2024, April 22). Urmattuu Kyrgyzstandyktar! [Facebook post].

[3] Open.kg (2026). Alagozov revealed how much the construction of “Bishkek Arena” cost [official project
= Materials Wood and felt Concrete and steel figures]. open.kg
[4] Sheranova, A. (2021). Political invention of the World Nomad Games in Kyrgyzstan. Kulturni studia, 17(2).

[5] StadiumDB (2026). Bishkek Arena construction profile. stadiumdb.com

Why it matters: BUlldlngS tell a nation’s Story. Who decides Time Moved and rebuilt Fixed in one place [6] Vale, L. J. (2008). Architecture, Power, and National Identity (2nd ed.). Routledge.

which parts of a culture become monuments?

Table 1. Yurt vs. arena. Arena figures are official 2026 values [3].
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